• Environmental health is integral to the role and responsibilities of all public health nurses.
26
• All public health nurses should possess environmental health knowledge and skills.
• Environmental health decisions should be grounded in sound science.
• The Precautionary Principle is a fundamental tenet for all environmental health endeavors.
• Environmental justice is a right of all populations.
Environmental Health Principles for Public Health Nursing Continued
• Public awareness and community involvement are essential in environmental health decision-making.
• Communities have a right to relevant and timely information for decisions on environmental health.
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• Environmental health approaches should respect diverse values, beliefs, cultures, and circumstances.
• Collaboration is essential to effectively protect the health of all people from environmental harm.
• Environmental health advocacy must be rooted in scientific integrity, honesty, respect for all persons, and social justice.
• Environmental health research addressing the effectiveness and public health impact of nursing interventions should be conducted and disseminated. • Approximately 9,000 hazardous substances releases occur annually in the 15 states reporting (Wisconsin is one of the 15 states).
Epidemiology Overview
• Releases at facilities account for 70%-75%, and transportation-57 , p associated releases account for 25%-30%, of reported events.
• Most releases occur on weekdays between 6 AM and 6 PM.
• Releases tend to increase in spring and summer.
• Releases of hazardous substances most often injure employees, followed by the general public and-less frequently-first responders and school children.
• Respiratory irritation and eye irritation are the most commonly reported symptom or injury.
"Meth Labs" 
Foodborne and Waterborne Outbreaks
Foodborne Outbreak: 2 or more persons experience a similar illness after ingestion of a common food
